Late acquired words in childhood are lost earlier in primary progressive aphasia.
The psycholinguistic nature of the dissolution of the mental lexicon in a primary progressive aphasic patient was investigated in light of the general regression hypothesis that language dissolution is the inverse of language acquisition. Four years after onset of the symptoms, the patient scored 60% correct on a picture naming test, exhibiting some effects of lexical and sublexical age-of-acquisition, but 7 years after onset, he scored only 15% correct. While even a weak form of the regression hypothesis is not fully supported, age-of-acquisition effects seem to be preserved throughout the course of the lexical dissolution. Some implications are briefly discussed for future research.